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CASA & SRVJWC Join Together To Make a Difference

According to the most recent government statistics there are more than 400,000 youth in foster care across the country. Sadly, the system’s “graduates” are largely on their own once they turn 18. Passaic County has close to 100 children in out-of-home/foster care placements getting ready to age out of the system. Recently, the Child Advocacy Center at the Rutgers School of Law, the Passaic County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) and the Passaic County Family Court, held an information fair for the Passaic County Youth transitioning out of the system. The Information Fair brought together close to 80 foster youth, their caseworkers, law guardians and court-appointed special advocates, along with 12 information exhibitors. The youth were “rewarded” for visiting the information booths by being eligible to win raffle prizes (clothing, mp3 players, cameras, gift cards and even a mountain bike) donated by the Saddle River Valley Junior Women's Club, Under Armour, and Stone Mountain. After visiting all exhibitors each youth received 6 raffle tickets. Over 60 raffle prizes were distributed and each teenager left the event with several pieces of Under Armour sports apparel and a goody bag. In addition to the exhibitors, Nana Wilson, Aging Out Coordinator, from the Child Advocacy Center presented on foster youths’ legal rights as they age out of the system. The youth learned from both the exhibitors and the presentation about community based organizations which offer support in the areas of education, employment, finance and social assistance.
